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Background: 

In late 2024, City Council directed staff to investigate ways to reduce light trespass and 
light pollution in Lincoln City—specifically to address light trespass onto local beaches. 
The City Manager directed Explore Lincoln City to explore Dark Sky Community certification 
as a tourism opportunity, recognizing that protecting the night sky also includes benefits to 
economy, community, wildlife, human health and heritage. Explore Lincoln City contracted 
with the Travel Oregon dark skies consultant to guide Dark Sky Certification Phase One—a 
feasibility study to include public engagement, a lighting inventory and audit, and light 
monitoring. Phase One is expected to be complete this winter. 

Dark Skies in Oregon: 

Travel Oregon has built upon the work of the non-profit group Dark Sky Oregon to lead the 
charge for dark sky advocacy and tourism opportunity around the state. There are currently 
six official designated dark sky areas in Oregon: 

• Oregon Outback International Dark Sky Sanctuary 
• Oregon Caves National Monument 
• City of Antelope 
• City of Sisters 
• Prineville Reservoir State Park 
• Cottonwood Canyon 

 
Certification Cost: 

Certification with Dark Sky International, which is headquartered in Tucson, Arizona, 
requires a one-time application fee of $250. There are no additional fees to DSI to apply for 
or maintain the certification. 

Financial Impact:  

Additional expenses may include upgrades to City-owned lighting. The inventory 
determined approx. 200 City-owned streetlights and building lights that are not properly 
shielded and/or are too bright. Cost to replace these is not yet determined. 

Regulatory Impact: 

The current City of Lincoln City code (17.52.150 Exterior lighting) includes many dark sky 
friendly regulations, including:  



• Artificial exterior lighting shall not be designed to shine or create glares in any 
residential zone or residential use, adjacent dwelling unit or in a public right-of-way. 

• All lighting must be shielded to avoid glare, light pollution (night sky), and light 
spillover onto residential properties. Shielding must be integral to the light fixture 
and direct light downward. 

• Luminance at the property line, or no more than five feet over the property line, must 
be zero. 

• Maximum initial luminance of parking lots must not exceed four foot-candles. 
• Up-lighting is prohibited  

Per consultant review, improvements to the code that might be considered could address: 

• Brightness (lumens) 
• Correlated color temperature or wavelength (the degree of blue light)  
• Timeline for compliance 

Community Partners: 

The City has engaged with many partners regarding dark sky programs and initiatives, 
including the Oregon Coast Visitor Association, Travel Oregon, Central Oregon Coast 
Friends of the Night Sky, the Seven Capes Bird Alliance, Central Oregon Coast Community 
College, Cascade Head Biosphere Collaborative, Chinook Winds Casino Resort and the 
Lincoln City Outlet Mall. The City has not contributed funding to any organization.  

Phase One Early Results: 

A lighting inventory of Lincoln City was conducted this summer, and concluded that the 
greatest light trespass concerns are: 

Residential areas: unshielded lights 

Commercial areas: overly bright, excessive lights; unshielded, internally lit signage; light 
trespass onto beaches, open spaces, waterways 

Report notes: 

Commercial lighting and institutional lighting are the greatest contributors to the City’s light 
pollution. Significant education and support from the business community would be 
necessary to pursue certification.  
 
Status Update: 

Phase One is expected to be complete this winter, at which time Explore Lincoln City will 
present a full report to Council. Council will determine whether to pursue Phase Two, 
which would consist of a certification preapplication, an ordinance update, engagement 
with a lighting contractor to update City lighting, and continued public engagement.  

For more information see https://www.explorelincolncity.com/things-to-do/beach-
water/beach/safety/darkskies-astrotourism/  
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